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Border Patrol = Collies Defend Golf Course From Geese

B Megan Kohn, Depiy Edior

Cathy Fiddler gets the action skarted
by calling cut an old Scottish shesphend-
ing phrase, “That will do” Quick as a
flash, Beyder Collie Den leaps from his
erate ready b take on the hanking horde
ol Canada geese |nlesting part of the
Lanstowne Resort wolf course,

She commands, “come by and Con

bonancly clockwise down the rght side of 2
pomd near the fiest hole of coe of the resort’s
courses. The dog doesn't get vory chse o
Tiig prey betore they start waddling away.
Diom harks and glares at the geese with
awalfish gleam, which the gesse interprat as

threatening. The binds inerease their speed
and then take o the air lor sajety—probably
beya mpar ke prooek by am alfice park—outside
of the Geese Polise’s jurisdiction,

Mission accomplished tn a couple of
minutes,

Fidlitler shoarts to Doo “come by" and
he returns, After pralsing bim for a job well
clome, Fitldler 35 ready lor ber next stop.
[on jumps dnte his crate, the truck cah
doors glam shut and Fiddler plugs opera-
tion stats—the time, date, number of geese
removedl, oho—in an electronic time sheel,
“Faper is tao time copsuming,” she said.

An hour later, after scouting ouf gther
popular geese hangouts on Lansdowne's

golf courses, Fiddler is ready {or ber nexl
assignment.

It's just ancther day of foatherad tres-
passer eviction bor Flddler, who mns the
Jvear-old franchise, Geese Folicn VA,

Business is busy. especlally from
Fobmuary to July becanse of the binds
nesting season. Last yvear, the Purcellville
restent scored 3 contracts and axpects
eVen more this vear,

Fitleller's venture is now warkh an csti-
mated million dollars and she gaid it didn’t
start et as a franchise, or even a business
plan. The Idea to wse Border Collies to
chase geese ofl commercial and indus-
trial properties was the result of a gift that
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wasn't cven given o ber The Middleburg
farmhand said she becams the caretaker
of a Bordler Collie hor bratber booght For
their father, unaware that the energstic
Drrewsd ks o terrble pot, Fiddlor saiil.

The Alexandria native taught Tippy how
toy plivy btk aned entered berin Frishee com-
petltions to tire her oul, At a competiticn In
1595, she visibed with another contestant
whe was beagging how he would teach
bis Borcer Collie to herd geesse dor money.
Fiddler thought he was on to scmething,
antl liys later she and a business partner
lannched Geese B, Gone, Fddler and her
pariner herded geese duing hmeh breaks
and tefore and alter their fulltime jobs.

Thew gained their first customer—
Lowes [sland Goll Clob in Sterling—atter
providing free geese removal serviee for
twe weeks, Alter contracting with Lowes,
Fieldlor said it wasn't long before wornd
spread 1o other property maintenance
stiff. Lansdowne Resort awd companies
and oflice parks in the Dulles corridor alse
biredt the Leesborg business.

Michael Voliz. assistant superin-
temcbent for goll course maintenance af
Langdowne, said he was curions aboot
Geese B Gone becase otber geess remow-
al methods were failing, [t's alwayvs teen a

o~
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Geese Basics:

+ Cepse Police uses Border Collies Lo vound
np gzese hecanse the hread does not need
Lo refrieve or touch ils prey Lo lesl as
if it has accomplished something, The
brreed also has & wolklike glance called the
e, an intense stare, which geese perceive
23 predatory and Lhreatening,

+ Morfoli-based People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, which does not
endorse specific businesses, recom-
mends the use of Border Collies o cor-
ral geese, said PETA wildiife biologist
Stephanis Boyles.

+ Canada geese are ledarally protected
and i s illegal Lo touch or kill gesse,
engs oF nests without a permit from the
1135, Department of Agriculture.

* (ieese defecate 28 imes a day, creat-
ing twe pounds of waste each day, said
Bnb Ellis, assistant divector of the wild-
lile division ab the Virginia Department
of Game and Inlad Fisherles, The drop-
pings are acid based and are detrimen-
tal for the environment,

* Geese pair off and slarl nesling and
laving eges hetween Fabroary and April.
The goslings hateh in mid-May. In July,
geesa lose thelr leathers and thus their
[lyimg ability [or the winter.




Iazsla bo use bird burgers, which are noise
making tools, because the gesse anly [y
away lor a briel time, Volte said, adding
that his stafl was tired of constantly trying
lochase geese,

Cannatt/%4 Toginy contracted with
Fiddlar because geese were “driving us
vy with droppings everywhers. Mot
antly on grass but on sidewalks " said John
Collins, the company's divector of facilitias,

Mow geese {ly away a8 seon as Fiddler’s
truck pulls up, he said,

The inilial free service in Serling paid
of, It wasn't long hefore demand required
ez B Gone Lo hire additiona s1afl. Thea
Fddier lelt her day job—and st2ady pay-
check=lo manage Geese B, Gone full lime.

“It wias a good gamble,” she said,

Event thowah Fiddler enjoyed Being cut-
doors, the work was not withoul challenges,
Fiddler and her partner lackesd professional
dogtraining skills, As a result, their Border
Collies oltenwandered all—usually [llowing
dear—after they'd chased away the gesse
Once, Fiddler spent 45 minoles pelieving
o of the dogs while nagriyy pollers teed off,
I was *20 embireassing” she said.

Hex business partiner was anatbver chal-
lenge, When Fiddler was weacalioning in
Hawail, he flmed a demonstration video
for a perspective clisnl wsing remets con-
trolled boats 1o chase geese The pevspec-
tive 2lient declined to signup with Gease B
Cone and bought remote contrelled boats
instead, Fiddler said. Thal was Lhe breaking
point, $he bought cut her partner within 2
yer of geing inte buginess with him.

Meanwhile Fiddler's customer hase

grew ragidly because
the Tﬁgi-::-n's mild win-
Lers and increased golf
course developmenis
crealed disincentives
for gaese Lo migrale,
Al cne lime she was
discouraged bacanse
Lhat she wiasn'l sure
how te ron her busi-
nezs  anymore, she
said, s 30 much
inore than dogs chas-
ing gaase,”

During a lrade
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show she met Dava
Marcks, founder and
awner ol the Howell,
Ml-based franchisor
(Ceese Palice Inc,

Marcks took one
loak at her demon-
stration ghotos and
informed har that she was training her
dogs incerrectly. A dog Lrainer for LB
vears, Marcks said that by looking at
Lheir posture in the photes he could el
her dogs were not working, “Peoples think
when they see me ol working en e road

‘what a great idea, Il get a dog and a
Lruck and 'm in business” Thal's not even
one-tenth ol it,” he said,

Fiddlar tald him. “Don’ try 1o zell
me a lranchise.” He didn't, but Marcks
maintained contact with her, accasionally
affering advice,

Fiddlar may newer bive purchased
a Geese Police franchise wers it not lor

o cease and desisl order she received
sometime betwzen December 2080 and
Januwary 2000 Scolt’s Torl Froducts hid
trademarked "B Gone” and threatened
legal aclion againgt Fiddler. The fladating
entreprensgur said copyrignt issues had
mol crogsed her mind wotil then.

| callzd |Marcks], “you gt me up,”
Fiddler joked.

Fa May 3001 she was operating under
Ihe moniker Geess Police YAMD. She
hought twio Geese Folice Academy trained
collies for her squad. Each dog eosl al
least 345,140,

Today, Geese Folice VA has live Tull-
lime emplovess, including Fiddler's his-

A hard working woman shouldn't have
to work hard to look her absolute best.

The Shops at Dodona Manor

312 East Market Street, Leesburg, Va. 20176
www. CloudNineSalon.com

703-669-8000
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Academy and does Aot toush the geese he chases, He (2 warth ot lasst 545,000, Fiodler sawl,

band and business parlner, Erc, and six
Border Collies, Fiddler seld her Maryvland
franchize in 2005 and is now albampling Lo
sall her franchise for Prince William and
Alexandria counfies becange of the driving
time it takes to service customers {rom
those areas. The customer lisl has alse
grown ta includa fomeowner associations,
gravevards and schools—anywhere with
Gpen space, usually near waler, hecause
that is where peage galher.

The business grew by word of mouth,
and Fiddlers truck, which she described
as amohile billhoard with the Geese Police
loga, Web address and motta: *Call ug Lo
get the flock oul,” &
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